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timious territory, tremendous actual and potential resources
and a more or less unified political system. The States which
fringe this great Heartland are far from being united politically,
and their unity in action, in peace or in war, is hindered also
by the fact that their lines of communication are circum-
ferential in relation to the Heartland. Because of world dis-
position of land and sea masses, these routeways are seaways,
the most important of wliich use the North Atlantic, the
Mediterranean, the Red Sea and the Indian Ocean.
In a peaceful world, these blue water links are of great
advantage to the States which they serve because sea transport
is still the cheapest and most easily maintained for the movement
of large quantities of the commodities of commerce, and
therefore inter-State relationships are closely connected with
their freedom of use. But because of their geographical character,
especially in the case of the Mediterranean-Red Sea route
which narrows frequently, they are liable to interference.
Hence the threat of severance necessitates the maintenance
of defensive forces in regions of potential danger, bases must
be built and garrisoned, and large scale capital expenditure is
required which may have serious repercussions on the internal
fiscal policies of individual States.
The situation is well illustrated by the fact that Russia has
never been a great naval power, whereas, in the recent past,
the United Kingdom, the U.S.A., France, Germany and
Japan, all marginal powers in the sense in wliich the term is
used here, have built and maintained great fleets of warships.
Britain, in particular, has for over a hundred years placed
faith in the Royal Navy as a means of keeping open these
all-important seaways. In so doing and in spending vast sums
on capital equipment, this outstanding oceanic State has
succeeded in fostering the idea of the Freedom of the Seas, to
the benefit of its own citizens but equally certainly to the
advantage of all those other States whose interests are served
by the maintenance of sea-borne trade. In thus undertaking
world-wide responsibilities and commitments, Britain has
gained great prestige in addition to economic advantages, to the
envy of other States which have therefore sought to emulate
her example, thus giving rise to rivalry and potential conflict